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he did. I told him that I had no objection to go the sheriff, but that I really did not know 
what to say to him. He said I must go to him, as a similar system of persecution was 
being carried on against other persons in Glasgow. I then promised him that I would see 
Sheriff Bell upon the subject, and with that assurance the matter dropped, and we bad a 
conversation upon other affairs for a short time, and he then went away. In about a week 
he called upon me a third time, and asked whether I bad seen Sheriff Bell upon the sub­
ject of our former conversation. I told him I had not. He then said the persecution still 
continued, and inquired why I had not seen Sheriff Bell according to my promise, as he 
knew all about the matter. I made no reply to that question, but asked him whether he 
bad received any letters from any person upon the subject, and he told me that he had not. 
I also asked him whether any person bad threatened to do anything to him, to which he 
also gave the same answer. I frequently asked him whether violent language had been 
used towards him, to cause such a delusion in bis mind? He said there had not. He then 
asked me whether I knew the Procurator Fiscal? I said I did. He wished to know 
if I would call upon him, if I did not like to call upon Sheriff Bell. I told him, that if he 
would point out :my individual who annoyed him, I would certainly call upon that gentle­
man or any one else: but he said he could not find out where any of them lived. I asked 
him whether he took notice of the persons who followed him about, whether he could give 
any description of them, and how they were dressed? He said they bad Scotch dresses on. 
I intimated that he might probably be able to identify some of them, but he said he could 
not-he did not know them. He, at that time, appeared to become very much excited, 
and said the spies were constantly followin� him, and he could get no rest for them either 
night or day. I then turned the conversation to another subject, and, after a short time, 
he went away. I saw nothing more of him for a considerable time, and I then accidentally 
met him on the road, a-short distance (about four miles) from Glasgow. We bad a con­
versation for upwards of an hour, and the chief topic was the persecution he was 
enduring; be repeated the assertions respecting the spies, and complained of his being 
followed and annoyed by them wherever he went; he declared that he had used his utmost 
endeavours to get rid of them, l>Ut it was all in vain; he said he had left Glasgow, and bad 
gone to England, and even to France, to get rid of them, but they still followed him; the 
moment he landed in France, there they were also. Att,er that interview be called upon 
me again, and requested that I would prevail upon the authorities, particularly Sheriffs 
Alison and Bell, to put an immediate stop to the persecution. On that occasion I reasoned 
with him for some time upon the foIIy and absurdity of supposing that such a conspiracy 
existed against him, and assured him that such was not the case; and I then thought that 
the impression was effaced. He again spoke to me about getting him a situation, and I 
promised I would do so. Between that interview and the month of September, he called 
upon me several times, and always requested me to see the authorities upon the subject. 
I never saw any of the civil authorities, as I saw that he was labouring under some extra­
ordinary delusion, and therefore considered it quite unnecessary. I was not aware of bis 
intention of coming to London in September last, as he never mentioned the subject to me. 
:From that time, until after he was in custody, I never saw anything of him. 

Cross-examined by the Solicitor-General.-The prisoner never told me where he was 
living, and I really did not know where. The last interview I had with him was in August 
last,, shortly before he came to London. When he was apprenticed to me he lived in my 
house, but whilst a journeyman he went into lodgings. I do not know his reason for 
leaving my house, but it certainly was not on account of any quarreL He did not go into 
business for himself before he left my house, nor till some time afterwards. I believe he 
went into business for himself because he felt dissatisfied at my not letting him have a 
share of my little business. 

The Solicitor-General.-Did he ask you to take him into partnership? 
Witness.-Y es, he did ; but I refused, because I had some younger children to provide 

for. After he went into business, we very seldom spoke. For a long time I think he 
fancied that I was annoyed because be took some of my business from me, which was not 
the case. I know that his shop was in Stockwell-street, but I never went there. I did not 
know where he resided. I believe he carried on business in Stock well-street for about five 
years, and disposed of it two years ago. I was aware that he had left his business. We 
were not at all upon the terms that a father and son usually are. At times, party :politics 
run very high at Glasgow. I am not certain as to the fact, but I believe Mr. Sheriff Bell 
belongs to the Tory party. 

The Solicitor-General-At the time the conversations you have been mentioning 
occurred, what was your opinion with respect to your son's mind? 

Witness.-It certainly was my impression that his intellects were impaired. 
The Solicitor-GeneraL-Did you consult any medical gentleman? .. 
Witness.-! did not, because. I thought the delusions under which he was labouring 

-would eventually pass away. 
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money, when he could get no relief .. He appeared �hen worse than �ver, and � advised
him to go into the country and amuse himself by workmg, and not to thmk aoythinf? more 
about it ; but he said it was no use going there, as they would be sure to follow him. . I 
had several other interviews with him, and the last time I saw him was about the month 
of August last, when he made the same sort of complaint, and the delusion then appeared 
to be stronger in his mind than ever. . .. Cross-examined by the Solicitor-General. - The office I hold is not one of a political 
character. I have not canvassed the prisoner for his vote within the last twelve m?nt�s. 
I have solicited his vote, but that was three or four years ago. When I saw bun m 
August last, he was very much excited. He said the Police, the Jesuits, the Catholic priests, 
and Tories were all leagued against him. 

 

. F 2 


