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Daniel M‘Nanghton, examined by Mr. Clarkson.—I reside at Glasgow, and am a turner
by business. The prisoner, who is a natural son of mine, was apprenticed to me, and after
he had served about four years and a half, became my journeyman, in which capacity he
continued for about three years. I think it is about fifteen or sixteen years since he was
apprenticed. Yhen he left me he went into business as a turner on his own account ; and
after he had been in business, I think, about a twelvemonth, he removed to Stockwell-
street, where he remained for nearly five years. He was always a very steady, industrious
young man, and exceedingly temperate in his habits. After he went into business, I did
not see him so often, although I saw him then frequently, He seemed to me more distant
than formerly, but I knew of no reason for his heing so. He would frequently pass me in
the street, and not speak to or notice me. I was aware that he lodged at Mrs. Patterson’s,
but never visited him there. At that time I knew he had disposed of his business. About
two years ago 1 recollect the prisoner calling at my house, and, upon seeing me, he ex-
pressed a wish to have an interview in private. We went into a room alone, and he then
told me that various persecutions had been raised against him, and begged that I would
speak to the authorities of the town upon the subject, in order to have a stop put to them.
He particularly mentioned the name of Mr. Sheriff Alison, as one of the persons I was to
speak to. I asked who the persons were that persecuted him, and he told me that
Mr. Sheriff Alison knew all about it. I told him I was extremely sorry to hear that he
was so persecuted, and endeavoured to persuade him that he was labouring under some
mistake. I told him that I was not aware of any person being persecutive in Glasgow.
Finding that he was labouring under some delusion, 1 said nothing more upon the subject,
but tried to turn the conversation. We then talked upon other subjects, upon all of which
he spoke rationally enough. He then asked me to get him a situation in some counting-
house in Glasgow. I promised him that I would endeavour to do so, but told him that I
thought he had in the first instance better go to some respectable teacher, and learn writing
and arithmetic. He said he would do so, and we then parted. About a week after that
interview, he again called upon me, and inquired whether I had, according to my promise,
caused the authorities to take any measures to prevent the persecution which was going
on against him? I told him that I thought after our last interview he would have gone to
school, and banished all such ideas from his mind. He then said that the persecution still
continued, and that he was followed night and day by spies; wherever he went, they fol-
lowed him. I asked him who the spies were, whether he knew any of them, or whether
he could point them out? To which he replied, that it would be quite useless to point
them out, as they were always in his presence ; wherever he might be, whenever he turncd
round, there they were. I asked him whether he ever spoke to them, or they to him? He
said they never spoke to him, but whenever he looked at them thcy laughed at him, and
shook their fists in his face, and those who had sticks shook them at him. He also said,
that one of the men, whenever he looked at him, threw straws in his face. I asked him
whether, if I went out with him, he could point out any of the spies to me? He said,
“ Oh, no; if they see any one with me, they will not follow at all; it is only when I am
alone that they follow and annoy me.” I then asked him what he thought they meant by
shewing him straws? To which he replied, he presumed it meant that he was to be
reduced to a state of beggary by them. I told him that if he really saw a person with
straws, in all probability 1t must be some person out of his mind, After some further con-
versation in the same strain, he begged of me, nay, insisted upon my calling on Mr. Sheriff
Bell, who, he said, also knew all about it. 1l¢c asked me whether I knew Sherift Beli?
I teld him I knew him only by sight, having seen him very frequently, but I had never
spoken to him. He again asked me whether I would call upon that gentleman, and re-
quest him to use his influence to put an end to the persecutions. I asked him what I was
to say to the sheriff when I saw him, and he told me that I knew better what to say than
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he did. I told him that I had no objection to go the sheriff, but that I really did not know
what to say to him. He said I must go to him, as a similar system of persecution was
being carried on against other persons in Glasgow. I then promised him that I would see
Sheriff Bell upon the subject, and with that assurance the matter dropped, and we had a
conversation upon other affairs for a short time, and he then went away. In about a week
he called upon me a third time, and asked whether I had seen Sheriff Bell upon the sub-
ject of our former conversation. I told him I had not. He then said the persecution still
continued, and inquired why I had not seen Sheriff Bell according to my promise, as he
knew all about the matter. I made no reply to that question, but asked him whether he
had received any letters from any person upon the subject, and he told me that he had not.
I also asked him whether any person had threatened to do anything to him, to which he
also gave the same answer. I frequently asked him whether violent language had been
used towards him, to cause such a delusion in his mind? He said there had not. He then
asked me whether T knew the Procurator Fiscal? I said I did. He wished to know
if I would call upon him, if I did not like to call upon Sheriff Bell. I told him, that if he
would point out any individual who annoyed him, I would certainly call upon that gentle-
man or any one else : but he said he could not find out where any of them lived. I asked
him whether he took notice of the persons who followed him about, whether he could give
any description of them, and how they were dressed? Ie said they had Scotch dresses on.
I intimated that he might probably be able to identify some of them, but he said he could
not—he did not know them. He, at that time, appeared to become very much excited,
and said the spies were constantly following him, and he could get no rest for them either
night or day. I then turned the conversation to another subject, and, after a short time,
he went away. I saw nothing more of him for a considerable time, and I then accidentally
met him on the road, a short distance (about four miles) from Glasgow. We had a con-
versation for upwards of an hour, and the chief topic was the persecution he was
enduring ; he repeated the assertions respecting the spies, and complained of his being
followed and annoyed by them wherever he went; he declared that he had used his utmost
endeavours to get rid of them, but it was all in vain ; he said he had left Glasgow, and had
gone to England, and even to France, to get rid of them, but they still followed him ; the
moment he landed in France, there they were also. After that interview he called upon
me again, and requested that I would prevail upon the authorities, particularly Sheriffs
Alison and Bell, to put an immediate stop to the persecution. On that occasion I reasoned
with him for some time upon the folly and ahsurdity of supposing that such a conspiracy
existed against him, and assured him that such was not the case; and I then thought that
the impression was effaced. He again spoke to me about getting him a situation, and I
promised I would do so. Between that interview and the month of September, he called
upon me several times, and always requested me to see the authorities upon the subject.
I never saw any of the civil authorities, as I saw that he was labouring under some extra-
ordinary delusion, and therefore considered it quite unnecessary. I was not aware of bis
intention of coming to London in September last, as he never mentioned the subject to me.
¥rom that time, until after he was in custody, I never saw anything of him.

Cross-examined by the Solicitor-General.—The prisoner never told me where he was
living, and I really did not know where. The last interview I had with him was in August
last, shortly before he came to London. When he was apprenticed to me he lived in my
house, but whilst a journeyman he went into lodgings. I do not know his reason for
leaving my house, but it certainly was not on account of any quarrel. He did not go into
business for himself before he left my house, nor till some time afterwards. I believe he
went into business for himself because he felt dissatisfied at my not letting him have a
share of my little business.

"T'he Solicitor-General.—Did he ask you to take him into partnership?

Witness.—Yes, he did ; but I refused, because I had some younger children to provide
for. After he went into business, we very seldom spoke. Ior a long time I think he
fancied that I was annoyed because he tooi some of my business from me, which was not
the case. I know that his shop was in Stockwell-street, but I never went there. I did not
know where he resided. I believe he carried on business in Stock well-street for about five
years, and disposed of it two years ago. I was aware that he had left his business. We
were not at all upon the terms that a father and son usually are. At times, party politics
run very high at Glasgow. I am not certain as to the fact, but I believe Mr. Shenff Bell
belongs to the Tory party.

The Solicitor-GeneraL.—At the time the conversations you have been mentioning
occurred, what was your opinion with respect to your son’s mind?

Witness.—It certainly was my impression that his intellects were impaired.

T'he Solicitor-General.—Did you consult any medical gentleman? |

Witness.—I did not, because. I thought the delusions under which he was labouring
would eventually pass away.
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The Solicitor-Geeneral.—Then am I to understand that upon all other subjects he con-
versed rationally ?

Witness,—Yes, upon all subjects, except the one I have mentioned.

Re-examined by Mr. Clarkson.—The prisoner continued to work at my shop after he
left my house. He frequently passed me in the street without taking the slightest notice ;
it was his own act to do so, not mine. He was always a very harmless, inoffensive youth,
and appeared harmless when labouring under those delusions. I never heard of his
having evinced any disposition to do any injury either to himself or any one else.

William Gilchrist, examined by Mr., l‘;odkin.—l am a printer, and reside at No. 32,
Centre-street, Tradeston, near G w. I have known the prisoner since the year 1834.
I first became acquainted with him in consequence of lodging with him at the house of a
Mrs. Dalgleish, at Gorbals. We slept in the same bed, and continued to do so from the
month of April, 1634, to May, 1835, The prisoner used frequently to get up in the night
and walk about the room, uttering incoherent sentences, and making use of such ejacula-
fions as “ By Jove,” *“ My God.” He uttered them in a very serious manner, but not in a
very loud tone. Sometimes he would walk about the room hy the hour together whilst un-
dressed, and then return to bed. Such conduet occurred from time to time during the whole
period we k together. His conduct was always that of a mild, inoffensive, and hu-
mane man. I have frequently seen him, when we have been going out to take a walk,
put crumbs of bread into his pocket to feed the birds with. He appeared to be very fond
of children, and I have observed him watch the children at play for hours; he said he
liked to see their innocence. The last time I saw the prisoner was in July, 1842, when
we walked together for a short distance. I then thou l‘:t. he was altered, both in manner
and appearance, for when I looked at him he always dropped down his head and looked
on the ground. I also observed that his conversation was not so connected as formerly,
I have known the prisoner sometimes in the course of the night, as well as at other
times, burst out into immoderate fits of langhter without any cause whatever ; at other
times he would moan. I never knew him to attend any political meetings, or express
any extravagant political opinions. When I last saw him he told me, in the course of
conversation, that when he was in London he went one night to the House of Commons,
and heard Sir Robert Peel, Lord John Russell, aod Mr, O'Connell speak, and he ex-
pressed himself highly delighted.

, Mr. Bodkin.—What did he say ?

Witness.—He said he thought Sir Robert Peel had arrived at what Lord Byron had
said of him, * that he would be something great in the state;” he said he thought Lord
John Russell was very inferior as a speaker to Sir Robert Peel, and that Mr., O’Connell
was inferior to both. .

Mr. Bodkin,—Did you ever hear him, either on that or any other occasion, speak at all
disrespectfully of Sir Robert Peel ?

‘Witness.—Certainly not.

Cross-examined by Mr. Adolphus,—The ejaculations which I have spoken of, and also
the laughter, might have been caused by the recollection of something he had previously
heard, and of which I was not aware.

Mr. Adolphus.—Did you ever hear him speak about Sir R. Peel’s political character ?

- Witness.—Never.

Mr. Adolphus.—Or make use of any threat towards him?
L Witness.—No.

John Hughes, examined by Mr. Monteith.—I reside at Glasgow, and am a tailor. I
know the prisoner in consequence of his having lodged at my house for seven months
during the year 1835. A person of the name of M‘Cordigan also lodged with me, and slept
in the same bed with the prisoner. M‘Cordigan made several complaints to me about the
prisoner disturbing him during the night, and he left me in consequence. Whilst the
prisoner was in my house I slept with him two or three times, and I found him a most
uncomfortable bedfellow ; he would sometimes throw his arms about in all directions, then
he would kick; at other times he wragped the bed-clothes round his legs, and kicked
about in that manner ; he was very restless, although he slept extremely sound. Whilst
he remained at my house he never had any person call upon him. I observed that his
manner and behaviour were generally very strange, He did not appear to be fond of
society, and scarcely ever spoke uunless first spoken to, and then his replies were quick
and hurried, as if he wished to avoid conversation. I also noticed that when any person
spoke to him, if their eye caught his he immediately looked down to the ground, as if
ashamed ; whenever he asked for anything he appeared confused. His general hour for
going out in the morning was seven o’clock, - He came to his meals regularly, and usually
returned home about seven o’clock in the evening. When at his meals he was generally
reading, and would frequently sit up half the night to .read after the family had retired
to bed. In consequence of his very strange manner I gave him notice to leave, but he



63

was very unwilling to go away. Another reason I had for wishing him to leave was in
consequence of the infidel doctrines he maintained, and the books of such a character
which he was in the habit of reading. I always have family worship in my house every
Sunday, and generally in the week days, The prisoner mostly attended on Sundays, but
not on other days, as he was at work. I recollect one morning, about a month before he
left, when he returned to breakfast, he came up to myself and my wife in a very excited
state, and said he wished to ask me a question. I asked him what it was. He then said,
that he wished to know whether any person had been saying anything against him? I
told him there had not, and be said he had strong reasons for suspecting there had. - He
then sat down to breakfast, and did not utter another word. 1In the evening he again put
the question to me, and I gave him a similar answer. He then appeared much excited.

Chief Justice Tindal.—Was that before you gave him notice to leave or afterwards?

Witness.—Afterwards. I gave him notice to leave two months before that, but he
seemed unwilling to go.

Cross-examined by the Solicitor-General.—I never saw the prisoner after he left my
house, which was in December, 1835. Ialways noticed from the time I first saw him, that
he was in the habit of looking to the ground whenever he was spoken to. At the time he
was with me he was in business in Stockwell-street. I did not tell him the true reason
why I wished him to leave my house. I assigned as a reason that my wife could not wait
upon him any longer.

The Solicitor-General..—Did you ohserve any particular difference in his behaviour
whilst he was at your house?

‘Witness.—Yes, I thought his appearance jast before heleft was more strange than when
I first saw him,

Mr. Justice Coleridge.—Have you any children living in your house.

Witness.—1I have, my lord.

Mr. Justice Coleridge.—Did the prisoner seem fond, or take any notice of them,

‘Witness,—He never used to take any notice of them,

‘William Carlo, examined by Mr. Clarkson.—I am now carrying on business as a turner
in Stockwell-street, Glasgow. I have known the prisoner for the last seven years, and
was in his employ as journeyman for nearly three years, down to 1838, but I frequently
went to see him afterwards. He had a very good business in 1840; he very much
pressed me to take his business of him, but I declined to do so, as I then’had something else
in view. In the early part of the following year he again pressed me to take his business
of him, and upon my expressing a disinclination to do so, he said he would put the whole
concern up by public roup (auction), as he intended to go into another business, but we
eventually entered into an arrangement about it, and I took possession in 1841. Whilst I
was in his employ he frequently complained of a pain in his head, and would often kee
his hand to his head, as if in pain, the greater part of the evening. When in this state
have known him on several occasions go and bathe in the Clyde, which is near the pre-
mises, in order to get rid of it. Ihave very frequently seen him since 1841,'but never observed
anything particularly the matter with him till about six months ago. 1had frequently heard
it stated during the Lﬂt eighteen months that there was somethin% wrong about him, but I
did not believe it. In consequence of those rumours, however, I went to see him whilst
lodging at Mrs. Patterson’s. We then walked out together, and he gave me a deseription
of his visit to France ; the only motive he assigned to me for going there was curiosity,
In the course of our conversation he told me he was very much persecuted by certain
parties, who always followed him about wherever he went, and that he could get no rest
for them night or day. He said they were using all their influence against him, in order
to prevent his getting a situation ; whether he went to France, England, or Scotland, the
spies were always about him. He told me it was immaterial in what country he was, for
they were sure to send their emissaries before him, and he was known wherever he went.
I asked him who the parties were, and he told me they were Scotchmen, and natives of
Glasgow. I told him it was all imagination, and endeavoured to persuade him to think
nothing more about it, I also told him that if any person ill-used him or slandered him
I would have them punished, as I considered his character was very good. He said he
would do so ; and added, that if he could once set his eyes upon them they should not be
long in the land of the living. After the conversation had continued for some time he be-
came very much excited ; and, seeing that he was labouring under some extraordinary
excitement, I considered it prudent to drop the subject. In consequence of that conversa~
tion I immediately came to the conclusion that he was not in his right mind,

Cross-examined by Mr. Waddington.—When I first became acquainted with the
prisoner he was lodging at Hughes’s ; that was in 1836. I never noticed anything extra-
ordinary in his behaviour till the period I have just mentioned, although his habits were
rather eccentric.

Mr. Waddington,—~What do you mean by eccentric?
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¥ Witness.—Why, that he was very hard-working and penurious ¢ he was also eccentric in
his dress. 'The last few times that I saw him I noticed that he was not quite so cheerful as
usual, though he was generally sullen and reserved, and always evinced a disposition to
evade conversation,

Mr. Justice Coleridge.—~What did you pay him for his business ? '

Witness,.—Eighteen ' .

Mr. Justice Coleridge.—Did that sum include the tools ?

Witness.—Yes ; but there were very few, and most of them were worn out.

Jane Drummond Patterson, examined by Mr. Bodkin,—I reside at Glasgow. I know
the prisoner. He lodged in my house about two years ago. After he had lodged with
me a short time I observed something very peculiar in his manner. His eyes presented a
very strange appearance ; he looked wild, and very different from what he used todo. He
was also very restless in his sleep. 1 observed the same restlessness in his sleep about the
same time that I observed the appearance in his eyes. He left me for a short time, but
returned again. Before he went away the first time I thought his eyes appeared rather
better. Ifrequently heard him moan and groan in his sleep, and sometimes he spoke as if
disturbed. Theprisoner was extremely retired in his habits, and during the time he lodged
with me he never had any person but one young man to call and see him. When he
returned after he first left me, he said that he had been in London and to France. He then
appeared very poorly ; he was not so stout. After remaining about three months he went
away a second time, but again returned. He then told me that he had been a second time
to France, and his object in doing so was to purchase a commission in the army. I told
him he had better stop away altogether, to which he replied that he could not stop either
in London or France, as he was constantly haunted by a parcel of devils following him, -
and said they were persons from Glasgow, He appeared then rather angry. I spoke to
him upon the subject several times afterwards. I at length began to be afraid of him, and
expressed a wish for him to leave my house. He said he would leave as soon as pos-
sible ; he could get situations anywhere, but it was of no use, as they were all haunted
with devils: On one occasion, a few days before he left, which was in September, I found
some pistols in his room. I said, “ What in the name of God are you doing with pistols
there?” He said he was going to shoot birds with them. I never saw the pistols after
that. Latterly he was in the habit of lying on the bed nearly all day. He sometimes
complained of lowness of spirits, and said he felt a great pain and burning in the chest.
On one occasion, when I was speaking to him about getting a situation, he laid hold of me,
made use of an oath, and looked very wild. When he went away he took nothing with
him but the clothes on his back. I noticed when he went away I.Elt he looked very wild
and frightsome-like. '
= Cross-examined by the Solicitor-General.—I noticed the peculiarity of his eyes when he
first came to lodge with me, but he did not mention anything about being haunted by devils
till three or four months afterwards.-

Re-examined by Mr, Bodkin.—I knew a man of the name of Forrester, a hair-dresser
at Glasgow ; he made a communication to me respecting the prisoner, I met Forrester
in the street one day when I was going to Sheriff Alison’s respecting the prisoner, when
he said he (prisoner) was a “ daft” man, He wanted me to take him to Mr. Alison’s, but
I frefused to do so.

By the Solicitor-General.—Forrester has been to my house but very seldom, not more
than twice; my husband has been away from home for the last twelvemonth. Forrester
did not come to see me during my husband’s absence. I heard that he was at my house
in May last, when I was in London. He came to see the prisoner, Though I saw
Forrester every day, I seldom used to speak to him.

Henry C. Bell, Esq., examined by Mr. Monteith.—I am one of the sheriffs depute
of the county of Lanark, and reside at Glasgow. I do not know the prisoner personally,
but he ver{ much resembles and I believe him to be the person who called upon me some
time ago (I think it must be about nine or ten months), and complained to me that he was
harassed to death by a system of persecution,which had for some time been adopted towards
him, and for which he could obtain no redress whatever. I told him I would render him
any assistance in my power, and asked him the nature of the persecution he complained of.
He made a long, rambling, unintelligible statement in reply, from which I gathered, as
far as I can recollect, that he was constantly beset by spies, and that he considered his life
and property in danger. I told him that I thought {e must be labouring under some very
erroneous impression, and advised him, if he had any criminal charge to make against any
person, to go to the Procurator-Fiscal, or if his complaint was of a civil nature, to apply to
some man of business. He said it would be perfectly useless to make any such application,
and appearing dissatisfied with my answer, he went away. The same person called upon
me again about a fortnight or three wecks afterwards. I asked him whether he had seen the
Procurator-Fiscal or a man of business, and he said he had not. He then made another
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statement of a precisely similar character, but I told him that I could not render him any
assistance, and he then went away.

Mr. Monteith,—What was the impression upon your mind with respect to the state of
the prisoner’s mind ?

itness.—I certainly concluded that he was not right in his intellects—that he was
laboulrinlg; under some very extraordinary delusion, and I made a remark to that effect to
my clerk.

This witness was not cross-examined.

Alexander Johnston,Esq., M. P.,examined by Mr.Clarkson.—I know the prisonerat the bar.
He called upon me about a twelvemonth ago (previous to which period I knew nothing of
him), and complained of being subjected to an extraordinary system of persecution, and
wished for my advice as to the best method of getting rid of it. On subjects of general
business he talked very rationally, but with respect to the particular business upon
which he called upon me, he said that he had for a considerable time been persecuted by the
emissaries of a political party, whom he had offended by interfering in politics. = He also
complained of being attacked through the newspapers, and said the persons of whom he
complained followed him night and day ; that he could get no rest for them ; that they had
destroyed his peace of mind, and what to do he really did not know. I reasoned with him,
and told him that I thought he must be mistaken ; assured him that nobody followed him
about, and advised him, if he received any annoyances, to apply to the captain of police,
He then said that he thought his persecutors would be satisfied with nothing less than his
life. 'When I told him that I thought he was mistaken, he said that he was quite certain
that he was not. He assured me that he was perfectly sound in his mind, and in good
bodily health, He then left me. '

Mr. Clarkson,—What was the impression left upon your mind by that interview ?

Witness.—I certainly thought that whathe stated was his firm conviction. In abouta week
or ten daysthe prisoner again called upon me, and he then told me that his persecutors were
still pursuing him, and wished me to take some steps in order to deter them from so doing.
I again recommended him to go to the sheriff, and assured him that if he was in reality °
annoyed as he had described, he would be protected. I merely told him that in order to
get rid of him, feeling assured that he was labouring under a delusion. About a month
after the last interview, I came to London, and in a few days I received a letter from the .
prisoner, reiterating the same complaints, and begging of me to interfere in his behalf; to
that communication I wrote the letter produced.

Mr. Clarkson.—Have you the letter you received from the prisoner ?

‘Witness,—No, I have not, ;

Mr. Clarkson.—We propose now, my lord, to put in and read the letter this witness
wrote to the prisoner.

Chief Justice Tindal.—Be it so.

The clerk of arraigns then read the letter as follows—

, “ Reform Club, May 5, 1842.

¢« Sir,—I received your letter of the 3d of May, and am sorry I can do nothing for you.
I fear you are lahouring under an aberration of mind, and I think you have no reason to
entertain such fears, I am, &c., “ ALEXANDER JOHNSTON.

“ Mr. D. M‘Naughton.” .

Cross-examined by the Solicitor-General.—I had no knowledge of the prisoner previous
to hi; calling upon me ; neither had I any other conversations with him, but those I have
state ;

Sir James Campbell, examined by Mr. Cockburn.—I am Lord Provost of Glasgow, and
was 80 in the year 1842, I recollect, that some time in the month of May in that year,
the prisoner cal{ed upon me, and I had a conversation with him. I asked Eim the object
of his visit, and he said he wanted my advice and protection. -He then said, that he was
the victim of an extraordinary persecution ; that he was followed and beset by spies night
and day, and that he could not get rid of them; they dogged him wherever he went, and
he could not in consequence get any rest night or day ; that he was afraid to go kome, and
had therefore been compelled to sleep in the fields in the suburbs of the town. I asked
him who his persecutors were, and he told me they were persons who had an ill-feeling to-
wards him, and that he considered his life in danger in consequence. I at once saw that
he was labouring under a strange delusion, and told him that he was labouring under some
hypochondriac affection, for which he onght to have advice, and asked him whether he had
ever been treated as an insane person ? He said he had not,and endeavoured to persuade me
that he was in the enjoyment of sound mind and health, After some further conversation,
I advised him to consult with his friends upon the subject, and suggested the propriety of
seeing some medical gentleman. He did not appear to be satisfied with what I stated to him,
and he then went away. I immediately sent for the prisoner’s father, in order to let him
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know what had taken place, but he did not wait npon me, and I took no farther steps in
tl;e affair. I felt no doubt at the time that the prisoner was labouring under some species
of insanity,

Cross-e’;amiued by Mr. Waddington.—I did not notice anything particular in the pri-
soner’s appearance, and I should not have observed there was anything wrong about him
had it not been for what he stated. He was a total stranger to me, and I should think the
conversation did not last more than five minutes. .

The Rev. Alexander Turner, examined by Mr. Clarkson.—I am minister of the parish
of Gorbals, near Glasgow. About seven or eight months ago, I recollect the prisoner
calling npon me at my residence. He told me that he was the son of Mr. M‘Naughton,
the turner, who was a member of my congregation. He told me, that for some time past he
had been very much persecuted by a number of persons,who constantly followed him about,
and who annoyed him in various ways; that, in order to escape their gersecuﬁon& he had
gone to France, but had not been able to free himself from them. I think he said they
had found him out in France ; and that, as he could not get rid of them, his life was ren-
dered perfectly miserable, and he talked about being haunted by them; he also told me
that he had called, or was about to call on the Sheriff and Sir James Campbell, and like-
wise upon the Procurator-Fiscal, but they refused to do anything for him. I observed
that he appeared to be labouring under a very great de%ree of excitement, which was evi-
dent from large drops of perspiration on his brow, I certainly thought that he was in-
sane. In consequence of that interview, I called upon his father a day or two afterwards,
and told him that I thought he ought to be put under restraint.

Cross-examined by Mr, Waddington,—To the best of my belief, that conversation took
place about seven or eight months ago. I never saw the prisoner afterwards,

Mr. Hugh Wilson, examined by Mr. Bodkin.—I am a Commissioner of Police at
Glasgow. Ihave known the prisoner for about ten or twelve years. I recollect his calling
upon me, about eighteen months ago, to make a complaint. Kﬂer some short conversation
with him, I saw by his anxious manner that he had something to communieate. I asked
him what he wanted, and he said that he had come to consult me on a very delicate
matter ; and, after some hesitation, said that he was the object of some persecution, and
added, that he thought it proceeded from the priests at the Catholic chapel in Clyde-street,
who were assisted by a parcel of Jesuits. I asked him what they did to him, and his reply
was, that they followed him wherever he went, and were never out of his sight, and when
he went into his bedroom he still found them with him, He was perfectly calm and col-
lected when he first came in, but when he began to talk about the persecution, he became
very much excited ; and I then thought he was daft. I saw that he was extremely anxious
upon the subject, and therefore tolg him to call again on the following Tuesday, and I
would see what could be done for him. He then went away. He called according to ap-
pointment on the Tuesday, when he still persisted in the notion of his being persecuted.
I wished him to give me some reason for supposing that he was persecuted, when he
again repeated his complaints against the Catholics. % asked him what he had done to the
Catholics ; to which he replied, that he only wished they would tell him what they wanted
with him. He also said there were other parties who annoyed him. I inquired who they
were; when he said that some of the police were at the bottom of it, and I told him that
upon that subject I would make some inquiries. The prisoner said that the police had the
same appearance as the others, but he believed they were all in one concern. Seeing that
I doubted what he stated, he said that if I knew what he suffered, I should not concelve it
a trouble to inquire into the matter for him. I promised that I would do so, and he went
away apparently satisfied. A few days afterwards I again saw him, when I told him I had
forgotten to make the inquiry, but promised to speak to Miller, the superintendent, about
it. 'When I again saw him, Itold him that I had seen Miller, who said it was all nonsense
and there was nothing in it; to which the prisoner replied that Miller was a bad one, that
he saw it in his face, and he wanted to deceive both him and me, Having again run on
about the Catholics and the Jesuits, he went away. Intwo or three days he again called, and
on alluding to the subject, said, the Tories had joined with the Catholics, that he could get no
rest either night or day, through their persecuting conduct, and he felt guite sure they would
throw him into a consumption, At that interview I told him he had spoilt the scheme which
I'had planned for the purpose of finding out his persecutors, at which he appeared to be very
much disappointed. I desired him not to look either to the right or to the left, and, if pos-
sible, let them see that he did not observe them, He said he would do so. After that in-
terview, I did not see him for three or four months, when he again came to me and said,
he was worse than ever. I told him he should get out of their way. He said he had been
to Boulogne, and asked me if I knew the watch-box on the Custom-house quay, there? I
told him I did. He then said that as soon as he landed, he saw one of his spies peep from
behind it, and added, t.‘lllat it was no use going further, into France, and spending his
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money, when he could get no relief. e appeared then worse than ever, and 1 advised
him to go into the country and amuse himself by working, and not to think anything more
about it ; but he said it was no use going there, as they would be sure to follow him. I
had several other interviews with him, and the last time I saw him was about the month
of August last, when he made the same sort of complaint, and the delusion then appeared
to be stronger in his mind than ever.

Cross-examined by the Solicitor-General. — The office I hold is not one of a political
character. I have not canvassed the prisoner for his vote within the last twelve nonths.
I have solicited his vote, but that was three or four years ago. When I saw hum in
August last, he was very much excited. He said the Police, the Jesuits, the Catholic priests,
and Tories were all leagued against him,
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