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Dr. E. 'T. Monro, examined by Mr. Cockburn.

Mr. Cockburn.—I believe, Dr. Monro, that you have devoted much attention to the
subject of insanity: that you have had great experience in lunacy ?

Witness.—I have devoted myself entirely to the subject.

Mr. Cockburn.—For a long period ?

Witness.—Yes, for a period of thirty years.

Mr. Cockburn.—You were requested, by the friends of the prisoner, to visit him during
his confinement in Newgate, for the purpose of ascertaining his state of mind ?

Witness.—I was.

Mr. Cockburn.—I believe there were some other medical gentlemen who accompanied
you?

Witness.—Yes, I was accompanied by Sir A. Morrison, Mr. M'Clure and other profes-
sional gentlemen.

Mr, Cockburn.—You met on that occasion some medical gentlemen, who were deputed
on the part of the Crown to visit the prisoner?

Witness.—I met Dr. Sutherland, jun. and Dr. Bright.

Mr. Cockburn.—I believe you all saw the prisoner together ?

Witness.—Yes, we saw and examined the prisoner together.

Mr. Cockburn.—How was the examination conducted ?

Witness.—We all asked the prisoner questions in turn.

Mr. Cockburn.—Did you make at the time any note of the examination ?

Witness.—No; but I made some note afterwards.

Mr. Cockburn.—When did that examination take place ?

Witness.—On the 18th of February.

Mzr. Cockburn.—VWhat did the prisoner say in answer to the questions put to him ?

Witness,— With the permission of the Court, I will state the substance of what he stated.
In reply to the questions put to him, the prisoner said that he was persecuted by a system or
crew at Glasgow, Edinburgh, Liverpool, London, and Boulogne. That this crew preceded
or followed him wherever he went; that he had no peace of mind, and he was sure it
would kill him ; that it was a grinding of the mind. I asked him if he had availed himself of
medical advice? He replied, that physicians could be of no service to him, for if he took
a ton of drugs it would be of no service to him; that in Glasgow he observed people in
the streets pointing at him, and speaking of him. They said that is the man, he is a mur-
derer and the worst of characters. That everything was done to associate his name with
the direst of crimes. He was tost like a cork on the sea, and that wherever he went, in
town or country, on sea or shore, he was pcrpetuall% watched,. and followed. At Edin-
burgh he saw a man on horseback watching him. That another person there nodded to
him, and exclaimed, ¢ That’s he;” that he had applied to the authorities of Glasgow for
protection and relief, His complaints had been sneered and scouted at by Sheriff Bell,
who had it in his power to put a stop to the persecution, if he had liked. If he had had a
pistol in his possession, he would have shot Sheriff Bell dead as he sat in the court-house ;
that Mr. Salmond, the procurator-fiscal, BIr. Sheriff Bell, Sheriff Alison, and Sir R. Peel
might have put a stop to this system of persecution if they would; that on coming out of
the court-house he had seen a man frowning at him, with a bundle of straw under his
arm ; that he knew well enough what was meant; that everything was done by signs;
that he was represented to be under a delusion ; that the straw denoted that he should lie
upon straw in an asylum ; that whilst on board the steamboat on his way from Glasgow to
Livergool, that he was watched, eyed, and examined closely by persons coming near him ;
that they had followed him to Boulogne on two occasions ; they would never allow him to
learn French, and wanted to murder him. He was afraid of going out after dark, for fear
of assassination ; that individuals were made to appear before him, like those he had seen
at Glasgow. He mentioned having applied to Mr. A. Johnston, M.P. for Kilmarnock,
for protection; Mr. Johnston had told him that he (the prisoner) was labouring under a
delusion, but that he was sure he was not, That he had seen paragraghs in The Times
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newspaper containing allusions which he was satisfied were directed at him; he had seen
articles also in the Glusgow Herald, beastly and atrocious, insinuating things untrue and
insufferable of him ; that on one or two occasions something pernicious had been put into
his food ; that he had studied anatomy to obtain peace of mind, but he had not gund it.
That he imagined the person at whom he fired at Charing-cross to be one of the crew—a
part of the system that was destroying his health.

Mr. Cockburn.—When you referred to the person whom he had fired at at Charing-
cross, how did you put your question ?

Witness,—I cannot recollect the exact question. I have no doubt I asked him who he
thought the person was.

hMr. Cockburn.—State, Dr. Monro, as correctly as you can, what the prisoner said on
this point.

Wli):.)nesa.—ﬁe observed that when he saw the person at Charing-cross at whom he fired,
every feeling of suffering which he had endured for months and years rose up at once in
his mind, and that he conceived that he should obtain peace by killing him.

Mr. Cockburn.—I believe all the medical men heard the questions put to him and the
answers ?

Witness,—Yes. Drs, Bright and Sutherland were present. I do not know if they saw
thﬂarisoner yesterday.

r. Cockburn,—Do yon think that your knowledge of insanity enables you to judge
between the conduct of a man who feigns a delusion and one who feels it ?

Witness.—I do, certainly.

Mr. Cockburn.—Do you consider, Dr. Monro, that the delusions were real or assumed ?

Witness.—I am quite satisfied that they were real, I have nota shadow of a doubt on

the point,.

Ni:? Cockburn.—Supposing you had heard nothing of the examination which took place
in Newgate, but only the evidence which has heen adduced in court for the last two days,
would you then say that the prisoner was labouring under a delusion ?

Witness.—Most certainly. Dr. Monro said, in continuation, that the act with which he
was charged, coupled with the history of his past life, left not the remotest doubt on his
mind of the presence of insanity sufficient to deprive the prisoner of all self-control. He
considered the act of the prisoner in killing Mr. Drummond to have been committed whilst
under a delusion ; that the act itself he looked upon as the erowning act of the whole
matter—as the climax—as a carrying out of the pre-existing idea which had haunted him
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r. Cockburn.—Is it consistent with the pathology of insanity, that a partial delusion
may exist, depriving the person of all self-control, whilst the other faculties may be
sound ?

Witness,—Certainly ; monomania may exist with general sanity. He frequently knew
a person insane upon one point exhibit ‘great cleverness upon all others not immediately
associated with his delusions. He had seen clever artists, arithmeticians, and architects,
whose mind was disordered on one point. An insane person may commit an act similar
to the one with which the prisoner is charged, and yet be aware of the consequences of
such an act. The evidence which he had heard in court had not induced him to alter his
opinion of the case. Lunatics often manifested a high degree of cleverness and ingenuity,
and exhibited occasionally great cunning in escaping from the consequences of such acts.
He saw a number of such cases every day.

Cross-examined by the Solicitor-General, —You have stated that Drs. Bright and Suth-
erland were present at the examination. Did they hear your examination of the prisoner ?

Witness.—Yes, they were present and heard the examination. They were there on the
part of the Crown, Iasked all the questions.

The Solicitor-General,.—Is it not the practice of the Crown to have medical gentlemen
present at the examination of a person charged with such serious crimes as the prisoner is
now accused of ?

Witness.—I believe it is,

& The ?olicitor-GenemL——I believe you attended in the case of Oxford on the part of the
rown

Witness.—I saw Oxford byhmyself-—-no other medieal man was present.

The Solicitor-General.— Who were present when you examined M‘Naughton.

Witness.—Sir A. Morrison, Mr. M‘Clure, Drs. Bright and Sutherland. On the two last
occasions on which I saw the prisoner, Mr. Hutchinson and Dr, Crawford were present at
the request of the friends of the prisoner. They examined the prisoner almost exclusively
on that occasion, and, in accordance with the usual practice, gentlemen in behalf of the
Crown also attended.

The Solicitor-General.—I should like you to acquaint the Court with the exact form of
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the question you putto him which had a reference to his firing the pistol at Mr. Drummond,
at Charing-cross.

Witness.—1I did not take any notes at the time.

The Solicitor-General.—Did you ask him if he knew whom he fired at?

Witness.—I am not quite certain, I think I asked the prisoner whom he fired at.

The Solicitor-General.—Did any one present ask the prisoner if he knew that it was
Sir Robert Peel he shot at?

Witness.—I think he was asked the question more thanonce. He hesitated and paused,
and at length said he was not sure whether it was Sir Robert Peel ornot, This was asked
in my presence.

The Solicitor-General.—Please to refer to your notes, and tell me whether he did not say
that if he thought it was not Sir Robert Peel, he would not have fired at all?

Witness.—I have no notes to that effect. The notes that 1 have with me were made at
home, and not at the time of the examination. (Dr. Monro’s notes were handed to the
Solicitor-General.)

The Solicitor-General, after examining the notes, observed—I se¢ nothing here having
a reference to Sir Robert Peel.

Witness.—You will find them towards the end.

The Solicitor-General.—Did he not say he would not have fired if he had known that it
was not Sir Robert Peel ?

Witness.—No, I think he did not. On this point he observed, that the person at whom
he fired gave him as he passed a scowling look, At that moment all the feelings of
months and years rushed into his mind, and he thought that he could only obtain peace by
shooting him. He stated this in answer to my questions. I avoided all leading questions.
There was much repetition in the questions put to him. The gentlemen from Scotland
also examined him,

" The %olicitor-ﬁeneral.——What was the form of the question which related to his firing at
ir R. Peel?

Witness.—I think the question was, “ Did you know whom you were firing at?” In
reply, he observed, “ He was one of the crew that had been following him.”

The Solicitor-General—Do you mean to say, Dr. Monro, that you could satisfy yourself
as to a person’s state of mind by merely going into a cell and putting questions to him?

Witness.—In many instances I can; I will mention a case in point. A short time back
I was called in to examine a man who was confined in Newgate under sentence of death.
It was thought that he had feigned insanity, After an attentive examination, in conjunc-
tion with Mr. M‘Murdo, I at once detected that his insanity was assumed, and such turned
out to be the fact. I had the satisfaction afterwards of hearing that the man himself con-
fessed prior to his execution that he had feigned insanity.

The Solicitor-General.—I wish to know whether your skill would enable you to ascer-
tain the nature of the delusion under which the prisoner was labouring without seeing the
depositions taken in his case?

Witness.—Certainly. I have formed my opinion from an examination of the prisoner
personally, in conjunction with the depositions,

The Solicitor-General.—Is it not necessary to examine the bodily symptoms in these
cases ; for instance, the pulse?

Witness.—Yes, sometimes, I did not feel his pulse, heither did I lay much stress upon
the appearance of his eye.

The Solicitor-General.—Do you always assume that the party tells you what is passing
in his mind ?

Witness.—Not always.

The Solicitor-General.—What do you mean by insanity? Do you consider a person
labouring under a morbid delusion o%' unsound mind ?

Witness.—I do. '

The Solicitor-General.—Do you think insanity may exist without any morbid delusion ?

Witness.—Yes; a person may be imbecile; but L{ere is gencrally some morbid delu-
sion; there are various shades of insanity, A person may be of unsound mind, and yet be
able to manage the usual affairs of life.

The Solicitor-General.—May insanity exist with a moral perception of right and wrong?

Witness.—Yes ; it is very common.

The Solicitor-General.—A person may have a delusion and know murder to be a crime ?

Witness.—If there existed antecedent symptoms, I should consider the murder to be an
overt act, the crowning piece of his insanity. But if he had stolen a 10/ note it would not
have tallied with his delusion.

The Solicitor-General.—But suppose he had stolen the note from one of his persecutors ?

(Dr. Monro’s answer was not heard, owing to the laughter whibh followed the Solicitor=
General’s observation.)
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Dr. Monro said a delusion like M‘Naughton's would carry him quite away. He thought
a person may be of unsound mind, labour under a morbid delusion, and yet know right
from wrong. In many respects this was the case.

The Solicitor-General.—Have you heard of what is called moral insanity ? Have you
read the works of M, Mare?

Witness.—I understand what monomania means. It is attended by an irresistible pro-
pensity to thieve or burn, without being the result of particular motives. :

Re-examined by Mr. Cockburn.—~You said, Dr. Monro, that a person might lahour
under a particular form of insanity without having his moral perceptions d ed. For
illustration—a man may fancy his legs made of glass. There is nothing in that which
could affeet his moral feelings?

Witness.—Certainly not.

Mr. Cockburn.—You have not the slightest doubt that M’Naughton’s moral perceptions
were impaired ?

Witness.— No.

Sir A. Morrison, M.D., examined by Mr, Clarkson.—I believe, Dr. Morrison, that you
were one of the gentlemen who saw the prisoner in conjunction with Drs, Monro, Suther-
land, and Bright?

Witness.—I did.

Mr, Clarkson.—You have been in Court during the whole of the day ?

Witness.—I have.

Mr. Clarkson.—Were you not present during the whole of the examination of the
prisoner in Newgate ?

Witness.—I was.

Mr. Clarkson.—After that examination did you arrive at any conclusion as to the
prisoner’s state of mind ?

Witness.—I did.

Mr. Clarkson.—Please to state to the Court what your impression was.

Witness.—That M‘Naughton was insane.

Mr. Clarkson.—After having heard the evidence adduced that day in Court, has your
opinion undergone any alteration ?

Witness.—I am still of the same opinion, that the prisoner was insane at the time he
committed the act with which he is charged.

Mr. Clarkson.—You have heard, I believe, all the evidence of Dr. Monro?

Witness.—I have.

Mr. Clarkson.—Do you concur with him in the view which he has taken of this case?

Witness.—1I do.

Mr. Clarkson.—The prisoner’s morbid delusions consisted in his fancying himself sub-
ject to a system of persecutions.

Witness.—Yes ; that was the peculiar cause of his insanity.

Mr. Clarkson,—What effect had this delusion upon his mind ?

‘Witness.—It deprived the prisoner of all restraint or control over his actions.

Mr. Clarkson.—Do you speak with any doubt upon the point?

‘Witness.—Not the slightest.

Mr. Clarkson.—Has your opinion with regard to M'Naughton’s insanity, undergone
any alteration in consequence of having heard the evidence adduced in Court this day ?

itness.— Not the slightest.

Mr. Clarkson.—You have had, I believe, considerable experience in these cases ?

Witness.—I have devoted my attention for nearly half a century to the subject of
insanity. )

%rpss-exmiiged by the Solicitor-General.—Do you think the prisoner of unsound mind?

itness,—1 do.

The Solicitor-General.—That his delusion consisted in his fancying himself persecated
by a number of persous ?

Witness,.—Yes.

z The Solit;itor-Geneml.-Had you formed that opinion in consequence of reading the
epositions
itness.—it is the result of reading the depositions and examining the prisoner, I
had, however, arrived at a conclusion of his insanity before I read the depositions.

Mr. William M‘Clure, examined by Mr. Bodkin.—I believe you are a surgeon, living in
Harley-street.

Witness.—I am, E

Mr. Bodkin.—Have you been in practice for many years ?

Witness.—For the period of thirty years.

Mr. Bodkin.—I believe you saw the prisoner on four different occasions ?

Witness,—Yes; I saw him with Drs, Mopro, Sutherland, and Bright.



71

Mr. Bodkin.—Did you take part in the examination ?

Witness.—I did.

Mr. Bodkin.—Do you consider the delusions under which M‘Naughton is Iabouring, to
be real or feigned?

Witness.—He thought they were real. He had no doubt on the point.

Mr. Bodkin.—You consider the prisoner is suffering under a delusion?

Witness.—Yes,

Mr. Bodkin.—Looking at the history of the case, the evidence adduced, as well as the
melancholy termination, what opinion do you entertain of the state of the prisoner’s
mind ?

Witness.—I consider, when he fired at Mr. Dummond, at Charing-cross, he (the prisoner)
was suffering from an hallucination which deprived him of all ordinary restraint.

Mr, Bodkin.—Do you consider that his moral liberty was destroyed?

Witness.—I do.

Cross-examined by the Solicitor-General.—Did you ask the prisoner if he knew whom it
was that he fired at?

‘Witness.—I did not.

The Solicitor-General.—Did he not say, that if he had not thought it was Sir Robert Peel
at whom he fired he would not have shot Mr. Drummond ?

Witness,—He did not say so. I was present at all the meetin

Dr. W. Hutchenson, examined by Mr. Cockburn,—You are, ?'believe, physician to the
Royal Lunatic Asylum at Glasgow.

‘Witness.—I am.

Mr. Cockburn.—Have you had much experience iu cases of insanity ?

Witness.—I have,

Mr, Cockburn.—When did you see M‘Naughton ? ’

Witness.—I visited him whilst confined in Newgate.

Mr, Cockburn,—By yourself?

Witness.—No; in conjunction with the other medical men,

Mr, Cockburn.—What was the prisoner’s state of mind ?

Witness.—I found him labouring under a morbid delusion.

Mr. Cockburn.—Were the delusions feigned or real ?

Witness.—They were real.

Mr. Cockburn.—Were these delusions sufficient to account for the act with which the
prisoner is charged ?

Witness.—They were.

Mr. Cockburn.—What effect had they upon his mind ?

Witness.—They deprived the prisoner of all control over his actions.

Mr. Cockburn.—Do you think that he had lost all self-control at the moment he fired at
Mr. Drummond ?

Witness,—I do. I consider the act flowed immediately from the delusion.

Cross-examined by the Solicitor-General.—Do you mean to say that the delusion pre-
vented the prisoner from exercising any control over his actions?

Witness.—I said that the act was the consequence of the delusion, which was irresistible.
The delusion was so strong that nothing but a physical impediment counld have prevented
him from committing the act. He might have done the same thing in Glasgow if the disease
of the mind had reached the same point.

Solicitor-General.—From what period do you date his insanity ?

Witness.—From the time when M‘Naughton called upon the commissioner of police, Mr,
Wilson, for protection.

Solicitor-General.—Was he insane at that time ?

Witness.—Yes.

Solicitor-General.—When was that?

‘Witness,—Eighteen months back.

Mr. Cockburn.—Supposing at that time the same morbid notion had seized him, do you
think he would have committed a similar act ?

Witness,—I do not think he could have resisted any impulse springing from the morbid
delusions under which he suffered.

The Solicitor-General.—Divesting your mind of all the evidence you have heard, and all
the facts connected with the case, and forming your judgment on the examination to which
you subjected the prisoner, what would be your opinion of his state of mind ?

Witness.—I should have no hesitation in certifying that he was a dangerous lunatie.

Lord Chief Justice Tindal.—Do you date his insanity from the time he called upon
Mr. Wilson, the commissioner of police ?

Witness,—Yes, my lord.
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The Solicitor-General.—Nothing which you have heard during the last two days has
altered your mind on the subject?

Witness.— My opinion of the prisoner’s insanity is the same. .

Re-examined by Mr. Cockburn.—When patients exhibit symptoms similar to those
which the prisoner manifested, they are generally, I believe, placed under restraint?

Witness.—Yes. Such symptoms often gradually develop themselves, whereas many
have these delusions for some time, and are harmless, and then they may suddenly impel
them to the commission of crime. I have known cases of that kind.

Dr. P. J. Crawford, examined by Mr. Bodkin.—Dr. Crawford, you are a lecturer on
medical jurisprudence at the Andersonian Institution of Glasgow ?

Witness.—I am.

Mr. Bodkin.—You saw M‘Naughton during his confinement in Newgate ?

Witness.—I accompanied the medical men last Thursday to Newgate for that purpose.

Mr. Bodkin.—Did you assist in the examination?

Witness.—I did.

Mr. Bodkin.—Have you heard the examination of Dr, Hutchenson ?

Witness.—1I have.

Mr. Bodkin.—And what is your opinion of his evidence ?

‘Witness,—I concur in all he has said of M‘Naughton’s insanity.

Mr. Macmurdo, surgeon, sworn, and examined by Mr. Cockburn,—Mr, Macmurdo, you
are the surgeon of Newgate.

Witness.—Yes.

Mr. Cockburn.— I believe you were summoned on the other side, but not called ?

Witness.—Yes,

Mr. Cockburn.—Has your opinion been reduced to writing ?

‘Witness.—It has not.

Mr. Cockburn.—I helieve you have been in the habit of regularly visiting the prisoner
since his confinement in Newgate ?

Witness.—Yes, daily.

Mr. Cockburn.—Have you examined his state of mind.

Witness.—I have taken pains to ascertain his state of mind.

Mr. Cockburn.—What is your opinion of his soundness or unsounduness of mind ?
! Witness.—I consider him insane,

Mr, Cockburn,—Do you think he was so when he shot Mr, Drummond ?

Witness.—I do.

Mr. Cockburn.—1I believe you have given that opinion to the parties engaged in the .
prosecution ? :

Witness.—I have.

Cross-examined by the Solicitor-General.—Do you believe that he was insane at the
moment he committed the offence. _

Witness.—Yes; [ do. He (the prisoner) believed that he was acting in self-defence and
correctly. That opinion is the result of several conversations.

Mr. Aston Key, surgeon, sworn, and examined by Mr, Clarkson.—I understand you
are surgeon of Guy's Hospital.

Witness.—I am.

Mr. Clarkson.—You have not seen the prisoner since his confinement in Newgate ?

‘Witness.—I have not.

Mr. Clarkson.— When did you first see him?

Witness.—I saw him for the first time yesterday, in court. .

Mr. Clarkson.—Have you been in court during the whole of the trial ?

Witness.—I have.

Bﬂ-? Clarkson,.—Judging from what yon have heard, what is your opinion of his state of
min

;‘\f]'itqess.——l believe that when M‘Naughton shot Mr. Drummond he was labouring under
a delusion.

Mr. Clarkson.—Do you consider that he was responsible for his actions ?

‘Witness.—I think he was exempt from all responsibility, and had no control over his actions.

Cross-examined by the Solicitor-General.—Your attention, I understand, has not been
particularly directed to the subject of insanity ? .

Witness.—It has not, but I have been engaged in judicial inquiries,

The Solicitor-General.—Do you fiot thin%:1 a person may be under the influence of a
morbid delusion, and yet be able to conduct the ordinary affairs of life ?

Witln?ess.-l do; the delusion which impelled M*‘Naughton was one which he could not
contro

The Solicitor-General,—If you could discover the presence of other motives, would it
not be necessary to give the case closer consideration ? .



