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GeENTLEMEN of the jury, when I consider the
period at which this prosecution is brought forward;
when I behold the extraordinary safe-guard of
armed soldiers resorted to, no doubt for the
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preservation of peace and order;* when I catch, as
I cannot but do, the throb of pubhc anxiety which
beats from one end to the other of this hall; when
I reflect on what may be the fate of a man of the
most beloved personal character, of one of the most
respectable families of our country—himself the
only individual of that family—I may almost say
of that country—who can look to that possible
fate with unconcern? Feeling, as 1 do, all these
impressions, it is in the honest simplicity of my
heart I speak, when I say, that I never rose in a
court of justice with so much embarrassment as
upon this occasion.

If, gentlemen, I ¢ould entertain a hope of finding
refuge for the disconcertion of my mind in the
perfect composure of yours—if I could suppose
that those awful vicissitudes of human events,
which have been stated or alluded to, could leave
your judgment undisturbed, and your hearts at
ease, 1 know I should form a most erroneous opinion
of your character. I entertain no such chimerical
hope—I form no such unworthy opinion. I expect
not that your hearts can be more at ease than my
own—TI have no right to expect it; but I have a
right to callupon you, in the name of your country,
in the name of the living God, of whose eternal
justice you are now administering that portion

* A few moments before Mr. Curran entered into his client’s
defence, a guard was brought into the Court-House by the Sheriff
(Gifford).
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which dwells with us on this side of the grave, to
discharge your breasts, as far as you are able, of
every bias of prejudice or passion, thatif my client
be guilty of the offence charged upon him, you
may give tranquillity to the public, by a firm ver-
dict of conviction; or, if he be innocent, by as firm
a verdict of acquittal; and that you will do this
in defiance of the paltry artifices and senseless
clamours that have been resorted to, in order to
bring him to his trial with anticipated conviction.
And, gentlemen, I feel an additional necessity in
thus conjuring you to be upon your guard, from
the able and imposing statement which you have
just heard on the part of the prosecution. I know
well the virtues and talents of the excellent person
who conducts that prosecution;* Iknow how much
he would disdain to impose on you by the trap-
pings' of office; but I also know how easily we
mistake the lodgment which character and elo-
quence can make upon our feelings, for those
impressions that reason, and fact, and proof, only
ought to work upon our understandings.

Perhaps, gentlemen, I shall act not unwisely in
waiving any further observation of this sort, and
giving your minds an opportunity of growing cool
and resuming themselves, by coming to a calmand
uncoloured statement of mere facts, premising only
to you, that I have it in strictest injunction from
my client, to defend him upon facts and evidence

* The late Lord Kilwarden, then Attorney-General Wolfe.
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only, and to avail myself of no technical artifice or
subtlety that could withdraw his cause frf)m the
test of that inquiry which it is your province .to
exercise, and to which only he wishes to be 1n-
debted for an acquittal.

T M‘Nally notes that in Curran’s private opinion they were.





