TRIAL OF A. H. ROWAN. 35

Give me leave now to state the charge, as it
stands upon the record: it is, “that Mr. Rowan,
being a person of a wicked and turbulent
disposition, and maliciously designing and
intending to

* Erskine and Fox procured this amendment, or restoration of
the law of libel.
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If he was a dupe, let me ask you, who was the
impostor? I blush and shrink with shame and
detestation from that meanness of dupery and
servile complaisance, which could make that dupe
a victim to the accusation of an impostor.

You perceive, gentlemen, that I am going into
the merits of this publication before I apply myself
to the question which is first in order of time,
namely, .whether the publication, in point of fact,
is to be ascribed to Mr. Rowan or not. I have
been unintentionally led into this violation of
order. 1 should effect no purpose of either
brevity or clearness, by retwrming to the more
methodical course of observation. 1 have been
naturally drawn from it by the superior importance
of the topic I am upon, namely, the merit of the
publication in question.





