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This paper, gentlemen, insists upon the necessity
of emancipating the Catholics of Ireland, and that
is charged as part of the libel. If they had waited
another year, if they had kept this prosecution
impending for another year, how much would
remain for a jury to decide upon, I should be at
a loss to discover. It seems as if the progress of
public information was eating away the ground of
the prosecution. Since the commencement of the
prosecution, this part of the libel has unluckily
received the sanction of the legislature. In that
interval our Catholic brethren have obtained that
admission, which, it seems, it was a libel to propose;
in what way to account for this, I am really at a
loss. Have any alarms been occasioned by the
emancipation of our Catholic brethren? has the
bigoted malignity of any individuals been crushed?
or has the stability of the government, or that of
the country been weakened; or is one million of
subjects stronger than four millions? Do you think
that the benefit they received should be poisoned
by the sting of vengeance? If you think so, you
must say to them—“You have demanded eman-
cipation, and you have got it; but we abhor your
persons, we are outraged at your success, and we
will stigmatize by a criminal prosecution the adviser
of that relief which you have obtained from the
voice of your country.” I ask you, do you think,
as honest men, anxious for the public tranquillity,
conscious that there are wounds not yet completely
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cicatrized, that you ought to speak this language
at this time, to men who are too much disposed
to think that in this very emancipation they have
been saved from their own parliament by the
humanity of their sovereign? Or do you wish to
prepare them for the revocation of these impro-
vident concessions? Do you think it wise or humane
at this moment to insult them, by sticking np in
a pillory the man who dared to stand forth as
their advocate? I put it to your oaths; do you
think that a blessing of that kind, that a victory
obtained by justice over bigotry and oppression,
should have a stigma cast upon it by an ignominious
sentence upon men bold and honest enough to
propose that measure? to propose the redeeming
of religion from the abuses of the church, the
reclaiming of three millions of men from bondage,
and giving liberty to all who had arightto demand
it; giving, I say, in the so much censured words of
this paper, giving “UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION!” I
speak in the spirit of the British law, which makes
liberty commensurate with, and inseparable from
British soil; which proclaims even to the stranger
and sojourner, the moment he sets his foot upon
British earth, that the ground on which he treads
18 holy, and consecrated by the genius of uNIVERsAL
EMANCIPATION. No matter in whatlanguage his doom
may have been pronounced; no matter what com-
plexion incompatible with freedom, anIndian or an
African sun may have burnt upon him; no matter
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in what disastrous battle his liberty may have been
cloven down; no matter with what solemnities he
may have been devoted upon the altar of slavery;
the first moment he touches the sacred soil of
Britain, the altar and the god sink together in
the dust; his soul walks abroad in her own ma-
jesty; his body swells beyond the measure of his
chains, that burst from around him; and he stands
redeemed, regenerated, and disenthralled, by the
irresistible genius of UNTVERSAL EMANCIPATION.

A sudden burst of applause from the court and hall, which
was repeated for a considerable length of time, interrupted
Mr. Corran. Silence being at length restored, he proceeded:—





